Psych 3488 Spring 2020
Assignment: Final Paper
Your final paper is a research report of the experiment we did during the semester’s lab sessions. Thus, it will have four sections. In order to help you prepare it and offer feedback in sections throughout the semester, there will be smaller chunks due before the final due date. 
Your paper will be written in APA format and with impeccable APA style. We will discuss and choose the studies to be done for the paper in our Lab sessions, and everyone will turn in their own individual paper at the end of the semester. 
All students are required to submit a research paper. The class will discuss approved theories and create our own manipulations. All students will collect data for the project. Data collection will be done via group, as will your posters. All papers are written independently.
Research paper information:
1. Ideas are discussed in class.
2. You will write YOUR OWN literature review. This review is the Introduction of the research paper. The literature review will be at least four full pages of text, with in-text citations. 
3. You will turn in an annotated list of sources, a summary of one source, a results section draft, and discussion section draft during the semester, before the paper is due.
4. You will collect data together, and analyze results together. 
5. For the final paper, you will write, in your OWN words, individually, a results section and discussion section. The numbers will be the same as those of the rest of the group/class, but the words cannot be. Distribute the analysis numbers, and then write the sections ON YOUR OWN. You may share data but NOT the writing. You cannot write your results sections together even though you have the same data.
6. You must have a table or figure describing your results.
7. Format for numbers:  F(2,24)=.4.68, p<.003. Include this in a sentence. Don’t just write it and be done. Look to published papers for how to smoothly include statistics.
8. APA style title page, abstract, and reference sections are necessary.
9. Remember:  TEN REFERENCES. You have to have 10 on the day sources are due, but if you need to change any sources by the time the paper is due, that is fine, as long as 10 is your minimum.
10. Breakdown of an APA-Style Paper:
a. Title page 
b. Abstract
c. Literature review ending in hypotheses 
i. Description of our observational and survey studies, under a Pilot Studies heading, including hypotheses, statistics, conclusion(s)
ii. Include analysis and graph of at least one of your group’s unique questions. Note that to do this you’ll need to share data among your group members. I’ll allow a bit of collaboration here, you can help each other with these analyses if need be. 
d. Method 
i. Participants
ii. Materials
iii. Procedure
iv. Overall:  Does your design make sense, could I run this study if I wanted to based just on your description?
e. Results
i. Use proper format for numbers, and embedded well into sentences
ii. Graph or table
iii. Explanation follows hypothesis
f. Discussion
i. Conclusion  
ii. Limitations
iii. Future Directions 
g. References 
i. Correct APA Style 
ii. Ten references 
iii. All are cited in text 
iv. References are appropriate 

FAQ and helpful hints:
· You must use primary sources. If Jones and Rodriguez talk about DeLuna’s article, go find the DeLuna article and cite it as a primary source. You have no idea whether Jones and Rodriguez interpreted DeLuna correctly, so you should always go straight to the main source. YOUR TEXTBOOKS ARE A SECONDARY SOURCE. If you find a cool study in the textbook, it will be cited. Use the citation to find the original source and use THAT in your paper, NOT the textbook.
· Avoid contractions in a formal paper. Do not use direct quotation unless absolutely necessary. 
· Proofread your paper. Make sure your sentences make sense. I recommend reading it out loud to yourself, as that practice often reveals awkward phrasing that may have sounded fine in your head.
· Your sources must be peer reviewed academic sources. This includes academic journal articles. Dissertations are not peer-reviewed. Online sources that do not come from PsycInfo or equivalent are not academic. 
· Check with me if you want to use a book. Many are academic, but pop psychology books are not. You will learn the difference in time. I can help you now.
· Each one of the ten sources cited in the References section must also be cited in the body of your paper using the appropriate APA style in-text citation.
· All papers will go to turnitin.com automatically when you turn them in. I will put up the site on Bb a week early. You may submit your paper, look for paraphrasing problems that could be considered plagiarism, correct them, and resubmit. I highly recommend using this feature. Paraphrasing is not easy, and you don’t want to get busted for academic dishonesty. I will not look at the papers until the end of the due date, so you may submit as many times as you like, and I will only see your final paper.







Some deeper descriptions of the sections of the paper follow this heading. Skip to the rubric at the end if you already have this down, it’s here to help you write. 
1. Introduction: In this section, your primary goals are to a) introduce your research question, b) give the reader some background information (lit review), c) preview how you are going to answer the research question, and d) explain your hypotheses. Don’t forget in-text citations. 
During the lit review, describe the study reported in your journal articles in detail. Try to keep each review to one paragraph. You might choose to think about these paragraphs as “extended abstracts.” These should be structured in the following manner: 
· Start with purpose: What was the goal of this study (from the researcher’s perspective)? That is, what question are they trying to answer? Why is this important to your paper? That is, in terms of your paper’s organization, what do you want to reader to get out of this summary? 
· Describe the key methods: Give the reader a flavor of the design of the study. Note the key independent and dependent variables as they relate to the research question (and your paper’s question of interest). Don’t get bogged down in minutiae and noncritical details 
· Describe the key results: There should be alignment between the research question (purpose), the IVs (methods), and the results as they relate to the research question and the IVs. Again, don’t get bogged down in minutia. Reporting means is often helpful when describing differences, but do not report the results of statistical tests 
· Articulate the take home message. Remind the reader of what is most important and why 
Write quick synopses of our pilot studies (no longer than a paragraph each), and discuss how they add to the literature you’ve just reviewed.
Note that there will likely be an “ugly transition” from your lit review to your current experiment since the literature will be more complex/focused while our study will be fairly simple. After the lit review, you need a new paragraph to begin something like this, “Past research has shown ________, and the purpose of the present study is simply to …” 
2. Next, in the Methodology section, your primary goal is to provide a complete and accurate description of the experimental methodology, materials, apparatus, participants, and procedure. Remember: the reader should be able to read your method section and then replicate your study exactly (no further clarification required). 
3. In the Results section, your primary goals are a) to inform the reader of the statistical analyses that you chose, b) to justify the use of these analyses, and c) to describe the results of these analyses both verbally and graphically. 
4. In the Discussion, your primary goals are a) to explain what the statistical analyses mean in terms of your research question, b) to evaluate whether your hypotheses were supported by the results, c) to evaluate how your findings mesh with previous research on this topic, d) to discuss any limitations of your study, and e) to provide ideas for future directions in research. 
Stylistic Requirements for Paper: The paper should follow APA-style (e.g., title page, abstract, body of paper, references). The paper should use 12-pt, Times New Roman font and have 1” margins. The paper requires that you include (and use!) at least 6 journal articles. 
See Syllabus and schedule for various due dates throughout the semester (beginning January 29!). The total grade will be computed out of 200 points, comprised by half of the smaller assignments during the semester and half of the paper turned in at the end. 
Preliminary Item Rubric:
Sources					10
Single article summary			20
Annotated bibliography/outline		20
Method section writing participation	10
Results section draft			20
Discussion section draft			20
Total					100

Rubric:
Summaries & Flow		30
Pilot Studies			10
Method				15
Results				15
Discussion			15
References			5
Grammar/punctuation		5
Topic/Biblio			5
Total				100


